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 CSI Chattanooga President’s Message 

 

Spring is here, and you know what that means—another edition of the Chatta Data with all the news that’s 
fit to print!  

Reflecting on this past year, we tried doing a few things differently, some of which were goals that I set at 
the beginning of the year: 

• Network with students and other organizations within our industry to build some foundation for 
future joint events.   

 We attended the Bethany Clariday Scholarship awards celebration at UTC.  As some of you  
may or may not know, the Bethany Clariday Scholarship fund was set up in honor of Bethany 
Clariday who was a member of the Student Chapter and was involved in a fatal car accident in 
2010.  It was an honor to be part of the on-going tradition of recognizing UTC students in the 
interior design program that are the best of the best. 

 Several of our CSI chapter members participated in various ways, including judging, as part of 
the “Glow Big or Glow Home” UTC interior design lighting competition.  I got to witness some 
very creative solutions with limited resources available , and all that participated had fun. 

 We held our annual Chattanooga Chapter Product Show in February, it was well attended and  
the vendors that participated seemed pleased with the turnout.  We will start planning earlier 
next year so we have more vendor participation. 

• Do at least 2 project tours to offer members and visitors alike to be able to see some of the pro-
jects that our members are and have been involved with. 

 In November, we had a great project tour of Erlanger Stadium while it was still very actively un-
der construction, hosted by EMJ, the general contractor.  The tour was well attended and gave 
attendees some insight into what was happening behind the scenes 

 In March we got to tour the newly completed Tyner Middle High Academy—quite the improve-
ment over the older middle and high schools that have since been demolished.  It was impres-
sive to see how the middle and high schools have been combined into one facility with separa-
tion for the age groups, but yet sharing common areas such as the cafeteria, theatre, music 
rooms and more. 

• Recruit more new chapter members—we’ve welcomed 9 new chapter members over the past 1-1/2 
years 

• Get involved in events that are closely related to what our chapter is all about, while not being 
afraid to try new things. 

 In September, we combined our program as part of the Chattanooga Preservation Awards ban-
quet which included keynote speaker Donavan Rypkema. 

 In October, we did something a little different by having a symposium with ABBA, the Air Barri-
er  Association of America, which started with several CEU units of learning in the afternoon 
and concluded with another CEU unit and dinner.  The event was a huge success and attract-
ed quite a few architects, which was our goal to reach over to AIA and include them in some of 
our activities. 

• In October, I attended the CSI National Conference in Cleveland, OH where I was honored to accept 
the Outstanding Chapter Award for our Chattanooga Chapter—the 25th time we have received it. 

•  Ours is one of only 5 chapters in CSI that have achieved Gold status, which means the award has 
been received 20 or more years.  Interestingly, 3 of those 5 chapters are in the Gulf States Region, the 
other two are Memphis and Mississippi. 
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President’s Message Continued 

 

CSI Chattanooga Chapter 

Slate of Officers  FY 2026-27 

President:  Rhonda Bailey, CSI 

Vice President: Ronny Rahn, AIA, CSI, NCARB 

Secretary:  Jennifer Flowers, CSI 

Treasurer:  Jeff Tippens, CSI 

Past President: Tom Deines, FCSI, CCCA 

Director 1 :  George Holdeen, CSI 

Director 2:  Monse Espinoza, CSI 

Board Advisor: William Sundquist, FCSI 

 

C

Gulf States Region Photo Op at 2025 CSI National Conference 

As I conclude my second year as your chapter president, I feel like we’ve accomplished a lot the past two 

years but there is still plenty to be done to improve our footprint in the local construction community and 

continue to be a go to resource for our students, industry professionals and others that look to CSI as a 

place for learning, networking and professional development., 

I am confident that our chapter will be in good hands with Rhonda Bailey, your new chapter president and 

the rest of the new board taking over July 1, 2026.  Thank you for the opportunity to lead and serve you 

these past 2 years as your chapter president.  

Tom Deines, FCSI, CCCA                       
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Gulf States Region Conference  

July 9-11, 2026 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Knoxville, Tennessee  

                                   Registration is now Open! 
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CSI Region Conference Held June 6th through June 8th in Jackson MS 
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Continued page 9 
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From the Institute 

William Sundquist, FCSI– Chair Elect 
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The Year in Review 

Bethany Clariday Scholarship Winners with 

Ms. Clariday 

Chapter Program Attendees 

Tyner Middle High Academy Project 

Tour 

“Glow Big or Glow Home” UTC Student 

Competition (Included a few CSI member 

judges) 
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Certification Corner 

 
By: Kenny Tyler, CSI, CDT 

So, why should one sit for CSI's Construction 

Document Technologist (CDT) exam?  As a 

practicing architect I asked myself this question 

while I was looking into the program description 

of CDT and came up with some high level moti-

vational answers including an understanding of 

all phases of the design and construction pro-

cesses, how to minimize errors and improve pro-

ject delivery schedules, mastering construction 

documentation and standards, how to communi-

cate better with all team members, and deliver-

ing projects on time and on budget.  O.K. Inter-

esting, but I thought to myself that I already have 

a good understanding of those things that I did 

on a day-to-day basis.  Looking further, my inter-

est was piqued when I saw the CDT knowledge 

domains that included:  Fundamentals, Project 

Conception and Delivery, Design Process, Con-

struction Documents, Procurement, Preconstruc-

tion, Construction, and Life Cycle Activi-

ties.  Again, in my mind I reassured myself that I 

already knew those things so why sit for the CDT 

exam?  Well, that's where having friends in CSI 

who had already been through the whole CDT 

experience became important to me.  They de-

scribed how they decided it was for them, the 

whole studying process, the courses and peer 

training that was available, and the end satisfac-

tion of accomplishing the coveted title of CSI 

CDT.  That was all the encouragement that I 

needed to sit for the exam.  

 

Well, as I dove deeper into the exam prep, I was 

surprised at how comprehensive the training was 

as it relates to the entire design and construction 

process.  The more I read the study materials, 

the more it hit me that everyone in the design 

and construction industry would benefit from this 

knowledge base - especially those in the design 

community.  For instance, when sitting for the 

Architectural Registration Exam (ARE) the em-

phasis was on a broad spectrum of knowledge 

that had to be retained and understood in order 

to obtain an Architectural license.  This was a 

true challenge that culminated in a week-long, 

multi-part test that eventually resulted in a li-

cense to practice architecture.  What I saw when 

studying for the CDT amazed me in that it not 

only touched on those same elements found in 

the ARE, but it provided the "what, when, why, 

and how" the design and construction process is 

done.  In college I did not enjoy egghead classes 

like Calculus, Fluids and Materials, and Statics 

when the end gain was to understand complex 

math principles.  However, classes with a specif-

ic application of those principles such as Wood, 

Steel, and Concrete Structures, Plumbing Sys-

tems, and Mechanical Systems, were deeply 

satisfying because there was a reason behind 

the madness that you were learning.  Those 

classes clicked for me and a light bulb went on in 

my mind.  Likewise, the CDT is heavy in the di-

rect application of how to understand the specific 

applications of the whole design and construc-

tion experience from start to finish including: 

- contracts 

- project funding 

- planning 

- programming 

- design process 

- material and systems selections 

- specifications 

- bid process 

- value engineering 

- construction 

- submittals and shop drawings 

-  inspections and punch lists 

Continued, Pg. 11 

Bulk silver CO2 tank w/ chain Bulk silver CO2 tank  
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Certification Corner, Continued... 

 

- inspections and punch lists 

- project completion and closeout 

- turnover to owner 

 

The end result was a greater appreciation and understanding of why we do what we do in the con-

struction industry and it helped me to see that the whole process needs competent and gifted teach-

ers, trainers, consultants, product reps, manufacturer's reps, product designers, contractors, sub 

contractors, project managers, draftsmen, interior designers, and architects. The process for sitting 

for the exam took some effort, and I fully understand that it is not for everyone.  However, just dip-

ping your toes into this breadth of knowledge is worth the time as it will expand your view of why we 

do what we do.  In the end it was not about passing a test or getting professional initials behind my 

name, but it was about me growing as an individual and as an architect.  If you want an experience 

that will increase your design and construction IQ, this is one that will pay dividends in your own pro-

fessional journey, 

 

If you are interested in CSI Certifications, here is a listing of available certifications from the CSI 

website that will bolster your career: 

- CDT: Certified Document Technologist certification proves you have a comprehensive understand-

ing of how to effectively interpret and communicate construction documentation. 

- CCCA: Certified Construction Contract Administrator certification to demonstrate your knowledge of 

developing, administering and enforcing construction documentation 

- CCS: Certified Construction Specifier certification validates that you're a skilled product researcher 

who knows how to identify cost-effective, efficient solutions - and communicate those through speci-

fications. 

- CCPR: Certified Construction Product Representative is more than a sales rep - you're a valued 

resource called upon by design teams because you understand construction documentation and 

speak their language. 

 

So be encouraged and dare to invest this training into your CSI life.   

 

Kenny Tyler  
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CDT®

 
 

Earning a Construction Documents Technologist (CDT) certification proves you have a compre-
hensive understanding of how to effectively interpret and communicate construction documenta-

 CCCA® 

 

Earn your Certified Construction Contract Administrator (CCCA) certification to demonstrate 
your knowledge of developing, administering and enforcing construction documentation. 

CCS® 

 

Attaining the Certified Construction Specifier (CCS) certification validates that you’re a skilled prod-
uct researcher who knows how to identify cost-effective, efficient solutions – 
and communicate those through specifications. 

CCPR® 

 

A Certified Construction Product Representative (CCPR) is more than a sales rep – you’re a valued 
resource called upon by design teams because you understand construction documentation and 
speak their language. 
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Cutting Edge Technical Advancements— 
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Cutting Edge Technical Advancements—Continued 
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Special thanks and acknowledgement for this technical article to: 
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The CSI Board of Directors is dedicated to understanding the needs of our 

CSI Community and ensuring we maintain an organization that keeps CSI rel-

evant while providing tools for you to be effective in the AECO Industry. 

 

 

 

Fellow Chapter Members, 

As my time on the board comes to a close, I’ve been asked a few times, “What’s next?” While I 

have navigated many challenging questions and issues since 2018, this one is the easiest to an-

swer. What’s next for me is simply to continue enjoying being a member of CSI. 

This is why I joined, and it is what I continue to look forward to for as long as I am blessed to work 

in this industry. 

While I have deeply enjoyed my time on the board of directors, my journey in CSI was never 

about titles or reaching the highest level—it has always been about contributing and serving. 

I look forward to connecting, volunteering, and serving alongside all of you in the future. I cannot 

overstate how proud I have been to carry the Chattanooga name with me throughout all my  

travels. 

See you on the Choo Choo again soon! 

 

Thank you for being a part of the CSI community!   

William Sundquist, FCSI  

Chair, CSI Board of Directors  

 

Update From CSI Board of Directors Chair 

William Sundquist, FCSI 
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Joshua Dial, CSI 

Member Since 2012 

 

Will Tutton, BA, CSI   

Member Since 2012 

 

Bill Wilkerson, CSI 

Member Since 2017 

Royce Cornelison, CSI,              
Assoc. AIA 

Member Since 2001 

 

Tom Deines, FCSI, CCCA 

Member Since 1993 

 

Bruce Martin, CSI, Member 
Emeritus 

Member Since 1985 

 

Houston Spencer, CSI, Member 
Emeritus, CDT 

Member Since 1987 

 

Jan Pass 

Member Since 1988 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

Cindi Brooks, CSI 

Member Since 2002 

 

Taylor Gaddis, CSI-EP 

George Holden, CSI 

KayLyn Wagner, CSI-S 

Jeff Tippens, CSI 

Jacob Warren, CSI 

Mitch Stophel, CSI 

Keymachara McFarland, CSI-S 

Kacey Melton, CSI-S 

Brian Lauderdale, CSI 

 

CSI Certification 

CDT®, CCCA®, CCS® and CCPR   

“Yesterday is History 

Tomorrow is a Mystery 

Today is a Gift 

That is why we call it the Present 

April Anniversaries 

March Anniversaries 

CSI is the community’s authority on                

communication and construction documentation. 

Through CSI’s Certification Program, you can 

strengthen and demonstrate your understanding 

of the entire  construction process and concrete 

skills in: 

Construction Document Development 

Specification Writing and Enforcement 

Product Research and Sourcing 

Communication with design and contracting 

teams 

2026 Fall Certification Exams 

Early Bird Registration   8/11/26-9/17/26  

Standard Registration  9/18/26-11/4/26 

Final Registration            11/5/26-11/18/26  

Exam Window             11/10/26-12/15/26 

Visit csiresources.org/certification 

For More Information 
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The Construction Specifications Institute is a nationwide non-profit technical organization dedicated to the 

improvement of specifications and building practices in the construction industry through service, education 

and research. Founded in 1948, CSI provides a forum for architects, engineers, specification writers, contrac-

tors, suppliers and others in our industry.  Membership is  open to all who are involved in the built environ-

ment. Please contact Chapter   Membership Chairman or any chapter officer listed in the newsletter. 

The Chatta Data is published by the Chattanooga Chapter of The Construction Specifications Institute. This 

publication does not   approve, sanction or guarantee the validity or accuracy of any data, claims, or other 

opinions stated in the articles or advertisements. Editorial copy does not constitute an endorsement by the 

Chattanooga Chapter of CSI nor any of its members. 

Editor: Tom Deines, FCSI, CCCA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Last Year’s Gulf States Region Conference Held in Chattanoo-

ga, TN June 2025—Fun Times! 

56 


